The availability of the complete sequence of the Saccharomyces cerevisiae genome has allowed a comprehensive analysis of the genes encoding cytoplasmic ribosomal proteins in this organism. On the basis of this complete inventory a new nomenclature for the yeast ribosomal proteins is presented.
In the past, cytoplasmic ribosomal proteins of the yeast Saccharomyces cerevisiae have been characterized using different twodimensional electrophoretic separation methods. As a consequence, at least three different nomenclatures for yeast ribosomal proteins came into existence, viz. according to Kruiswijk and Planta (1) , Warner and Gorenstein (2) , and Otaka and Osawa (3), as indicated in Table 1 , second column, from left to right, respectively. Attempts to correlate these different nomenclatures have only partly been successful (4) .
Screening of the complete sequence of the S.cerevisiae genome by a combination of in silicio and transcriptional analysis has made it possible to compile a comprehensive list of the genes encoding cytoplasmic ribosomal proteins in this organism (see ref. 5 for full details). The yeast genome appears to contain 137 genes encoding 78 different ribosomal proteins (59 genes are duplicated), 32 of the small subunit and 46 of the large subunit. All yeast ribosomal proteins have a mammalian counterpart. However, there is no yeast equivalent of rat ribosomal protein L28.
Therefore, we are now in a position to propose a new, unequivocal nomenclature, as presented in Table 1 . Reflecting the remarkable conservation of eukaryotic ribosomal proteins, this numbering system follows as closely as possible the nomenclature for mammalian ribosomal proteins (6); 64 of the yeast ribosomal proteins are proposed to be (re-)numbered according to their rat counterpart. Since many of the yeast ribosomal protein genes are duplicated and hence have to be distinguished by adding an 'A' or 'B', we have avoided the use of an additional 'a' as occasionally applied in the rat rp-nomenclature. This also allowed us to fill in the gaps that exist in the numbering of the rat ribosomal proteins.
We urge our colleagues to use the new nomenclature in all papers to be submitted after January 1, 1998. To facilitate the changeover, it is advisable to add, between brackets, the previously used designations for a period of at least 1 year.
The genes should be indicated as, e.g., RPS6A, RPS6B, RPL26A, etc., the proteins as rpS6A, rpS6B, rpL26A, etc. In cases where the duplicate copies of a ribosomal protein are, despite strong structural similarity, not completely functionally equivalent [as for instance the acidic ribosomal proteins P1 and P2 (7)] the alternative use of Greek letters to distinguish these protein copies (rpP1α, rpP1β) can be considered.
The list of yeast cytoplasmic ribosomal protein genes can be found at MIPS Website (http://www.mips.biochem.mpg.de/ mips/yeast/index.htmlx ).
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